SOUND DEVICES

ENGLISH 7A
Section A: Match the figurative language device on the left to its definition on the right.

	1.
alliteration _____
	A.
the exaggeration of the truth

	2.
assonance _____
	B.
words that sound like a natural sound


	3.
hyperbole _____
	F.
giving human features to an object

	4.
onomatopoeia _____
	H.
repetition of vowel sounds within several words

	5.
personification ____
	I.
repetition of the starting sound of several words (usually consonants)

	6.
repetition _____
	J.
repeated use of the same word


B. Read each of the following extracts. Identify the sound device being used by the author.

1.
I keep your picture in my drawer

Like a painted souvenir of something more.
	


2.
Love is a ship we all hope to steer


Through troubled times


‘Cross an ocean of fear.

	


3.
Continuous as a star that shines


They stretched in a never-ending line.

(Two devices)

	


4.
A slumber did my spirit seal;
   
I had no human fears:



She seemed a thing that could not feel

   The touch of earthly years.




(Two devices)

	


5.
‘Twas at the royal feast, for Persia won


by Philip’s war-like son.




	


6.
With blue, uncertain, stumbling buzz


Between the light and me.




	


7.
WAKE!  For the Hack can scatter into flight


Shakespeare and Dante in a single Night!


	


8.
Sudden, sublime, the strong storm spake: 


we heard the thunders as hounds that bark.


	


C. Read the following poem and write two pairs of words that show assonance
The bows glided down, and the coast 
Blackened with birds took a last look 
At his thrashing hair and whale-blue eye 
The trodden town rang its cobbles for luck.

9. __________________________________________________

10.__________________________________________________


D. Identify the type of sound devices being used and the diction in which it’s spoken.
11. I must confess that in my quest I felt depressed and restless. 

________________________________________________________________________

12. Fast breaks.  Lay ups.  With Nike’s 

            1


Insignia on our sneakers, 
We outmaneuvered the footwork
Of bad angels. Nothing but a hot 
Swish of strings like silk




5
Ten feet out.
________________________________________________________________________

13. I get a feeling in my heart that I can’t describe

It’s sort of lub, dub, lub, dub
________________________________________________________________________

