Name____________
Date_____________

Reading Practice
Directions:  To prepare for the PASS Reading Test in May, you will answer one sample question every day after your complete your Bellringer.  Circle the correct answer and turn in all five on Friday to receive a twenty point classwork grade.  By putting a strong effort into these problems, you will bring up your grade and be ready to ATTACK the PASS!

Read the following passage about Earthquakes and answer the following questions.  
                                                   Earthquakes
(1)Earthquakes are movements in the Earth’s crust that cause the ground to shake. (2) Earth’s crust consists of its surface plus the rocky layer beneath it. (3) Earthquakes can be slight tremors or fierce jolts. (4) The force of large earthquakes causes great destruction. (5) Buildings and homes collapse. (6) Water, gas, and power lines are badly damaged. (7) Landslides, as well as huge ocean waves called tsunamis, may be set in motion. (8)Many lives are lost. (9)Scientists study earthquakes in order to learn how to make better predictions about when and where future quakes may hit. 

(10)Earthquakes result from the movement of huge slabs of rock called plates. (11)Gaps between these plates are called faults. (12)The biggest faults lie between large plates. (13)It is here that the strongest earthquakes occur. (14)Quakes can occur all over the world, but most of them occur along large fault lines on both sides of the Pacific Ocean. 

(15)An earthquake starts deep below ground. (16)As two plates grind slowly against each other, pressure builds up until suddenly the edges of the plates snap and the plates move more quickly. (17)This jolt sends waves of energy through the earth. (18)These waves—called shockwaves—move up to the earth’s surface, causing an earthquake.

(19)Scientists measure the movements of the plates to learn more about earthquakes.  (20)A seismograph is a device that measures the ground’s movements. (21)Other meters, such as the strainmeter and tiltmeter, measure changes in Earth’s crust. (22)Lasers are used to detect small movements across fault lines. (23)A scale called the Richter scale measures the force of an earthquake.
(24)Scientists can learn about earthquakes, but they will never be able to prevent earthquakes. (25)Even though scientists today know much more about earthquakes than they did in the past, it is still difficult to predict earthquakes accurately. (26)The best scientists can do is to warn people where quakes are likely to happen so that governments and other organizations can prepare.

(27)Governments prepare for earthquakes by setting up training classes and creating strict building codes. (28)Students in schools have earthquake drills. (29)They learn to stand under doorframes or lie down under desks and tables during quakes. (30)Building codes require that architects and construction companies create structures that can withstand strong shockwaves. (31)In some places, there are even power lines that can bend with the shockwaves of a quake. (32)For now, the best response to quakes is to be well prepared for them.

Monday
From the article, you can infer that an earthquake would be most likely to occur in the
A. African nations along the Atlantic Ocean
B. Asian nations along the Pacific Ocean

C. European nations along the Baltic Sea

D. African nations along the Indian Ocean

Answer:________  Why:____________________________________________________________________

Tuesday
It is possible to conclude from the article that scientists who wanted to examine vibrations along faults would use
Answer:______________  Why:____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Wednesday
The article suggests that predicting earthquakes
A. Has become an exact science
B. Is difficult

C. Has never been done correctly

D. Is relatively simple

Answer:________  Why:____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Thursday
If an earthquake occurred in your area while you were in school, it would be wise for you to
Answer: _________________________________________________   
Why: _____________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Tsunamis

Some people like to sit on a beach and watch the waves crash on the rocks or on the shoreline. Others love to surf the high-pounding waves. Everyone fears the prospect of a truly huge wave—a wall of water that can be more than eighty feet high and can destroy an entire coastal town.

These huge waves are called tsunamis (tsoo-NAH-meez), which is Japanese for “storm wave.” They have been called tidal waves, but they are not caused by tides. Most are caused by earthquakes that occur under the sea, although some have occurred during the eruption of an underwater volcano or because of a hurricane. Earthquakes happen near cracks, called faults, that lie near the surface of the earth. If underground movement causes a shift in the rocks near a fault, an earthquake will occur. When a fault moves back and forth on the ocean floor, no tsunami will be formed. But a fault that moves up and down will create rapidly moving ripples on the ocean’s surface. These ripples can move at 400 to 500 miles per hour. They will usually be only about a yard high, but when the tsunami hits the shore, it grows to an enormous height and can be very destructive.

Fortunately, scientists can often predict when a giant wave will occur. After an earthquake, they can calculate how long it will take the tsunami to travel across the ocean to hit a particular coast. The speed of the tsunami depends on how deep the water is in that stretch of ocean.

Monday If you were going to describe tsunamis to someone who knew nothing about them, which of the following would be most important?  (identifying key facts)

A. They are caused by underwater earthquakes.

B. They move at 400 to 500 miles per hour.

C. Most tsunamis occur in the Pacific Ocean.

D. They are huge waves that can destroy entire towns.

Explain your answer on the line below.  ______________________________________________________________
Tuesday  An earthquake occurs because of  (cause/effect)

Explain your answer on the line below.   ______________________________________________________________

Wednesday The passage says that scientists can calculate how long it will take a tsunami to travel across the ocean. Calculate means  (context clues)

Explain your answer on the line below.
Thursday Which of the following could be caused by a person’s actions?  (cause/effect)

A. earthquake

B. tornado

C. tsunami

D. fire

Explain your answer on the line below.   ______________________________________________________________

