Name_______________
Monday MAP Reading Practice
BMX
Dear Jared,

1) You should be here because you missed an awesome summer!  2) Do you remember how we used to do tricks on our BMX bikes in front of Karin’s house?  3) We could get a little air when we flew off the wooden ramp Karin’s mom made for us.  4) Do you also remember racing our bikes up and down the street?  5) Some of the neighbors told me and Karin that they didn’t think it was safe for us to be riding our bikes in the street all day.  6) I finally said to my dad that I wished we had a track for our bikes.  7) He said we should see if we could construct one in Henley Park. 

8) Henley Park was really trashed out, so Karin and I started cleaning it up right away.  9) It took us a week to pick up all the litter in the park.  10) Then, we were ready to get started on the construction of the track.  11) We had to wait for permission to make changes to the park though.  12) My dad explained that the park is public property, so in other words, it belongs to all the people.  13) Therefore, the city needed to approve our plan before we could build the track.  14) Making changes to the park without permission would have been the same thing as destroying public property.  15) Anyway, the city council voted to let us build our track through the park because the park had fallen into disuse.  16) Our track was going to be an improvement.  17) The members of the city council were also concerned about our safety.  18) So, they decided we shouldn’t dig holes for our track over two feet deep or build dirt ramps over four feet high.

19) Karin and I looked for tools we could use in building the track because we needed shovels and a wheelbarrow for moving dirt.  20) My dad gave us shovels.  21) One of our neighbors let us use her wheelbarrow.   22) Since she was glad we were improving the park and weren’t riding our bikes in the street anymore, she was more than happy to help.

23) Building the track was difficult work!  24) We got some help after the first few days, though.  25) Alex is a new kid here who is a pretty hardcore BMXer.  26) He heard we were building a BMX track in the park and pitched in.  27) He knew how to construct the ramps for jumps correctly.  28) The first thing Karin and I had begun building was a dirt ramp for the first jump.  29) We had positioned the ramp right at the beginning of the track.  30) Alex said that it’s important to be able to achieve some speed on a track before making a jump; therefore, it’s better to build a straightaway at the beginning of a track.  31) We all leveled out the ramp and started the straightaway there instead.  32) We moved the first jump down the track, next to a cluster of trees.

33) Alex told us that each jump requires two ramps made of dirt.  34) The first ramp is for the takeoff.  35) The second ramp is for the landing.  36) We put our jumps near trees because the trees’ roots give the ramps a good substructure.  37) Roots prevent the lip, or edge, of the takeoff ramp from crumbling apart when bikes plow through.  38) Roots also keep bikes from breaking up the dirt in the landing ramp when riders come sailing down.  39) The jumps took so long to construct that we ended up building just three of them in our track. 40) We’ll add more jumps later.  41) Since we are only allowed to dig to a shallow depth in the park, we couldn’t put an alligator pit between any of the takeoff or landing ramps. 42) My dad said alligator pits are too deep and dangerous for beginners anyway.

1. Which of the following was a cause for the delay of a bike track being built?
A. No one wanted to build the bike track.
B. There was no where to build the bike track.
C. The author’s neighbors were protesting the building of a bike track.
D. City council had to vote on allowing the author and his friends to build the track.
Answer:________  Why:____________________________________________________________________

2. What was the effect of Henley Park being “trashed”?
A. City council did not allow for the park to be built there.
B. The BMX bikes became dirty from all of the dust trash.
C. The author and Karin started cleaning it up right away.
D. People had dropped a lot of trash while walking in the park.
Answer:________  Why:____________________________________________________________________

3. What caused the author and his friends to only build three jumps on the track?
A.  City council would only allow three jumps.
B. The author and his friends ran out of money.
C. The author and his friends became bored and tired of building the track.
D. The jumps took a long time too construct.
Answer:________  Why:____________________________________________________________________

4. What is the best meaning of the phrase “alligator pit” used in sentence 41?
Answer:_____________________  Why:____________________________ ____________________

