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The Destruction of Tlatelolco

In the road lie broken arrows;

We have torn our hair in grief.

The roofs are gone from our houses;

Their walls are sullied and stained.

Worms are writing in the streets and plazas;

The walkways are littered with destruction.

Red is the water, like a river of dye;

It has the taste of salt and rust.

In despair we beat our hands against the walls,

and the crumble into bits and pieces.

Our shields protected us in war,

but they cannot save us from our grief.

For bread we chew dry twigs and wood,

We fill our mouths with dirt and mud.

We have eaten anything and everything:

Lizards, mice, and even worms.

Let us gather ‘round and mourn

These events my friends,

Mourn the end of the Aztec Nation.

The water has become bitter, withered is the land!

The Giver of Life has taken all from Tlatelolco.

Monday 9/21/09

1.  This poem conveys the poet’s sense of ____.  (tone)


A.  awe


B.  grief


C.  anger


D.  surprise

Answer is________ because _______________________________________________________.

Tuesday 9/22/09

The water must taste like salt and rust because _____.  (inference)


A.  everything tastes bitter


B.  the wells have all gone dry


C.  the rivers are polluted with dye


D.  it is full of blood and abandoned weapons

Answer is________ because _______________________________________________________.

Wednesday 9/23/09

In the fifth stanza, what is the meaning of the word mourn?  (context clues)

A.  get revenge


B.  come together in a group


C.  tell about a series of events


D.  weep and wail over the end of something

Answer is________ because _______________________________________________________.

Thursday 9/24/09

You can tell from the poem that the end of the Aztec nation was brought about by ___.  (inference)


A.  war


B.  disease


C.  poor leadership


D.  changes in weather

Answer is________ because _______________________________________________________.

Friday 9/25/09

Which line from the poem uses imagery to appeal to the readers’ sense of touch?  (imagery)

A. In the road lie broken arrows

B. Worms are writhing in the streets and plazas

C. And they crumble into bits and pieces

D. It has the taste of salt and rust
Answer is________ because _______________________________________________________.

