Active Reading Strategies
Objective: Students will learn to annotate a text using active reading strategies such as visualizing, questioning, predicting, clarifying, summarizing, and connecting.

Procedure:

1. Introduce strategies—handout
2. Model strategies—choose 3-5 strategies to focus on for your first reading.—Read aloud to students stopping to model your thinking. Mark the appropriate symbol in the margin of the text. 
3. Have students try a small section of text on their own.—Have volunteers share their responses with the class.
4. Teach students how to set up a double entry journal. Allow time for students to add quotes and responses for their reading. The DEJ can be used as a classwork grade.
Active Reading Strategies

Good readers use a variety of strategies to help them make sense of texts. Sometimes they do this without even realizing it! Below you will find some of the most common strategies that will help you become a better reader.

[image: image1.wmf]Visualizing- Create a picture in your mind of what the author is describing.
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Questioning- Good readers ask questions when they don’t understand something, or when they wonder about something in the text.

[image: image3.wmf]Summarizing- Good readers stop throughout their reading to summarize what they have read.

[image: image4.wmf]Connecting- Good readers connect their reading to their own lives, other things they have read, or other things in the world.

[image: image5.wmf]Predicting- Good readers make, monitor, and revise their predictions as they read.
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Judging- Good readers develop opinions as they read.
DIRECTIONS: Practice your Active Reading Strategies by using 3 below for each passage. 
 If you  need more room, use a separate sheet of paper.
Dandelion Wine

Helen hesitated at the top of the ravine, looking at the dark, twisted path

below. “Don’t be silly,” she told herself, for she had walked this path a hundred

times during the day. “I’ll just count my steps. That will distract me,” she

said. She stepped down. “One, two, three . . . eighteen, nineteen, twenty.” She

had reached the bottom. “Twenty-one, twenty-two, twenty-three - what was

that?” She stopped, listening, heart pounding. Was it the Lonely One? Voice

wavering, she started again -“twenty-three, twenty-four, twenty-.” She paused.
She had heard something. Each time she took a step, she heard another step

behind her. “Don’t be afraid,” she thought, “The Lonely One isn’t out tonight.”

Another step, another echo. Feeling silly, she called out, “Hello!” expecting to

hear her voice come back in greeting. It did not.

Strategy __Connection_
Response__I can connect to__________________________________________________________

Strategy __________

Response____________________________________________________________________

Strategy __________

Response____________________________________________________________________

The Dance
All week Josh had been excited about attending his first school dance on Friday. Now that he was here in the decorated gym, he had spent the last hour goofing around with a group of guys and nervously glancing at the girls. Suddenly, movement on the dance floor caught his attention. His neighbor and friend, Mandy, was waving at him over the back of her dance partner. It was clear that she didn’t want to continue dancing with Allen. Allen had worn enough of his dad’s cologne for every boy in the gym. Josh shifted his weight from foot to foot. When the music changed, he jumped and looked around. Without consulting the group of guys, Josh took off toward the dance floor and planted himself by Mandy. “Hey Mandy,” he said, “Isn’t this the song we were going to dance to?” Mandy smiled with relief as Josh took her hand and led her away.
Strategy __________
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Strategy __________
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Double Entry Journal

	Key Concepts

Page #- Quote -(first 5 words)
EX.

p.4- “Sorry that I did that…” 

CONNECTION
	Reflection

Response to quote

I can connect to this situation because once when I hit my sister, my mom made me apologize.


